Challenges to an Avalanche Center in a Time of Seasonal Climate Variability:

A Case Study of the Kachina Peaks Avalanche Center, Inc.

David W. Lovejoy, Leland R. Dexter & Kevin H. Tatsugawa

The Environment:

KACHINA PEAKS WILDERNESS

T
Cirand Canyon

Q 1 2
Kendrick
Fionme », t |
Area miles
FE 418
FR 9123 rmff"'fxwf-x\

l.::- Reese Tank Bonito

Campground

.f"_l.:'l, /

a4

| Liseketl
ﬁ- Meadona

'sP\—ER4ts_

[Fiochderiar o
« Hills Perato
Tank

L3
fBear
4 Jaw
i l_.."'h_;"'—]._l'ﬂll
o Abineau Y
Irail !

ol
]

Sunsel Crater
Sational

Humprhrays

: = Irail .+ San =
Prairie | A o Franciso Inner o' Mornumeni
i . i !
filiie b, Peaaks Basin &
% Tlr]ll

U1 AT

\ Weatheriornd |, Kachina Peaks
L L Wilderness L
.a-c'lllrﬁl"--.‘ 188
rail "~ T Em-s
\ FR 2118 SN K Little Elden Springs
. B Byl e Hirrse Camp
) £ Road Schultz™>~— p—
H/— Wing 4 : ~= Tank S -
Mdountain -\_:::\_::_L_ N *-':"‘:‘& FR 556
\\;\_ -_;-'

18 fiodl kL. Cleclen
g
CONCUMIRIC

MNATICIMNAL
FOIREST

FE 510

Peaks
REanger i

FLAGSTAFF  cpiivn

*/solated and exposed topograp
‘Prime avalanche terrain
A “radiation” snow climate

Rebound zones in “Aubineau Canyon”

The Users:

Location and extent of the fatal 1995 “Monte Vista” Avalanche

Rick’s snowboard was ripped from his feet

Mountain
tragedy

Avalanche kills student

By STEPHANIE INNES
Sun Staff Reporter

A freak accident Monday on the
San Francisco Peaks killed a North-
ern Arizena University student who
was snowboarding.

Richard Nurczynski of Charlotte,
Vermont, was pronounced dead at
Flagstaff Medical Center at 9:32
Monday night after being buried in
an avalanche that afternoan. The
21-year-old had spent nearly five
hours trapped in the snow.

Doctors this moming listed the
cause of death as multiple injuries
and severe hypothermia. An autopsy
will be performed by the Coconino
County Medical Examiner’s Office
and further investigation will be
conducted by the Coconino County
Sheriff’s Department.

While the San Francisco Peaks
are known for having avalanches,
Capt. Sam Whitted of the Coconino
County Sheriff's Department said
the accident was extremely unusual.

“In my tenure I can’t remember
when we have had to use ski rangers
to get someone from an avalanche,”
said Whitted, who has been with the
department for 18 years. “It’s a ter-
rible situation.”

Whitted added that the sheriff’s
department strongly discourages
anyone from skiing or snowboard-
ing out-of-bounds, which is what
Nurczynski and a friend, 21-year-

old Isaac M. Page, were doing.

Officials say the two were snow-
boarding about half a mile from the
Arizona Snowbow] in the Freemont
Saddle area.

The two were snowboarding on
the south face of the mountain, east
of Snowbow! Road, when the
avalanche occurred, said sheriff’s
Deputy Scott Feagan, who was on
the scene last night.

‘Whitted said avalanches on the
Peaks are caused by a cornice of
snow hanging over the edge of the
mountain. Sunshine will loosen the
mass and release rushes of snow.

Feagan said Nurczynski was be-
hind his friend when the avalanche
hit. Page spotted the tumbling snow
and was able to hang onto a tree 10
save himself.

Page dug his friend out so he
could breathe and then gave his
jacket to him and snowboarded out
of the area. He spotted a cross-
country skier, Flagstaff resident
Gary Lester, who helped him alert
authorities about the accident, offi-
cials said.

The accident appears to have oc-
curred at about 3 p.m., and rescuers
were on the scene shortly after being
notified at 4:22 p.m.

The sky was still light when res-
cuers left a base camp, set up 2172
miles from the bottom of Snowbowl
Road. By the time the six snow-
mobiles, a Snowcat and five ski
rangers returned from the rescue at
about 8:30 p.m., it was pitch black
outside.

Temperatures were also dropping,
and Nurczynski was at. 10,800 feet
elevation — or two-thirds of the
way up the mountain — in a rugged
area. Rescuers also feared another
avalanche.

Whitted said one ski ranger was
air-lifted above Nurczynski and then
skied down to him. Four other
rangers skied to him from the bot-
tom. They placed him on a tobog-
gan, took him to a Snowcat, and
then the Snowcat brought him to the
Department of Public Safety
helicopter, which was waiting in a
nearby clearing,

The DPS helicopter took the vic-
tim to FMC, Paramedics on the
scene had said Nurczynski was
hypothermic and in serious condi-
tion with life-threatening -injuries
when they found him.

JR. Murray, general manager of
Arizona Snowbowl, said the spot
where the two were snowboarding
was not inside the ski area. He said
signs at the top of the mountain tell
people that anyone who chooses to
ki outside marked amas-8oes so at
their own riskc
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